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Purpose 
 

Madora Bay Primary School recognises that therapy supports can play an important role in meeting the needs of 

some students. We value the contribution that therapists make to children’s wellbeing and development. However, 

due to the growing size of our school and the need to prioritise equitable access to teaching and learning programs, 

therapy sessions will generally not be accommodated during school hours (on school grounds), except in extenuating 

circumstances. 

 

This policy ensures that our approach continues to meet DoE obligations under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 

and aligns with departmental expectations for reasonable adjustments in education settings.  

 

Requests for Therapy Services 
 

Parents are encouraged to discuss their child’s therapy goals with the school to determine the most appropriate way 

for support to be delivered. Therapy services will normally need to occur outside of school hours. Where possible, 

families are encouraged to engage their child’s therapist to provide sessions at home or attend therapy 

appointments at the therapist’s premises.  

 

Requests for therapy sessions during school hours (on school grounds) will only be considered in exceptional or 

extenuating circumstances, where it can be clearly demonstrated that: 
 

• The therapy directly supports the student’s access to education, and 

• The service cannot reasonably be accessed outside of school hours.  

 

All requests must: 
 

• Be submitted in writing to the Principal.  

• Include a completed parent request form and a signed service schedule from the provider.  

• Provide evidence of the necessity for in-school therapy under the above criteria. 

Consultation and Decision-Making 
 

The school will consult with parents to discuss: 

• Whether the therapy service is best delivered outside of school hours. 
• The educational relevance of the proposed sessions. 
• Any potential impact on teaching and learning, school operations and facilities. 

A decision will be made based on: 

• The student’s wellbeing and access to education. 
• Availability of space and staff supervision. 
• The potential for disruption to teaching and learning. 
• Duty of case to all students and staff. 
• The ability for the student to access therapy outside school hours. 

Requests will not be approved if they: 

• Do not directly support the student’s educational participation. 
• Adversely impact school operations or staff capacity. 
• Can reasonably occur at another time or location. 

https://ikon.education.wa.edu.au/c/portal/webcms/link?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.legislation.gov.au%2FDetails%2FC2018C00125
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Approved Services and Provider Obligations 

In rare cases where access is approved, the provider must: 

• Submit current Working with Children Check. 
• Provide a copy of Screening Clearance Number or NDIS Worker Screening Check. 

• Provide public liability insurance of at least $20 million. 
• Complete DoE induction requirements. 
• Be familiar with the Department’s Code of Conduct – inclusive of confidentiality, Child Protection Policy, 

Visitors and Intruders of Public Premises Policy and Suicidal Behaviour and Non-Suicidal Self-Injury 

Guidelines. 

• Notify the student’s family if there are any changes to the planned service such as a different staff member 

or change to a scheduled appointment.  

• Immediately inform the school about anything related to the student’s welfare or safety.  

Parent Obligations 
 

Parents are responsible for communication with the provider including advising the provider if their child will be 
absent for the planned session, if there is a school event that would prevent the session from taking place or if there 
are changes to their child’s goals.  

Acknowledging the Importance of Therapy 

Madora Bay Primary School strongly supports the role of therapy in children’s lives. We encourage families to 
continue accessing services in the home or at the provider’s venue, and we will continue to authorise reasonable 
absences for off-site therapy appointments scheduled during school hours. This approach ensures all students 
receive high-quality learning opportunities during the school day while supporting families to maintain important 
therapeutic interventions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


